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The ASA is committed to promoting evidenced-based best practice and quality patient care in
sonography. Research endeavours by all sonographers, whether academics, professionals or
students, is vital to build upon and refine the profession’s body of knowledge and skills with a high
level of well researched evidence. Conducting research develops skills in critical and innovative
thinking, which are key elements of being a competent sonographer. The ASA Competency Standards
for the entry level sonographer include research knowledge and skills as a core competency required
of qualified sonographers.
Undertaking research in sonography is a crucial part of:


a student sonographer becoming a competent, independent, well-rounded and analytical
sonographer



a sonographer progressing their critical thinking skills, analytical ability, and knowledge to better
improve and update their practice



the advancement and innovative growth of evidenced-based practice in sonography.

the asa support of research by sonographers
The ASA supports research that contributes to the profession’s body of knowledge and skills through
a variety of different means.
SIG Research Committee
In 2010 the ASA formed the Special Interest Group (SIG) Research Committee, consisting of prominent
members of the sonography research community. The role of SIG Research is to:


identify and inform the association of strategies for encouraging sonographers to undertake
research projects



establish ways to highlight the benefits to the profession of encouraging sonographers to
become involved in research projects



serve as a forum for the discussion of ideas, issues and opportunities that concern research
between the association and its Members



provide leadership and advice to Members of the association conducting or considering
undertaking a research project.

asa awards and grants
The ASA’s annual Awards of Excellence, by conferring a Researcher of the Year, recognises an
accredited sonographer who has contributed extensively to outstanding research that has significantly
impacted the professional and clinical practice of sonography.
The ASA sponsors university student awards, for which recipients are chosen by each participating
university. Student awards that recognise achievements in research include:


Queensland University of Technology – General Sonography: Producing a Work of Excellence
in an area of Research or Written Presentation of a Case Study



University of South Australia: Excellence in Postgraduate Sonography Research



Monash University: Excellence in Postgraduate Sonography Research.
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The ASA Best Research Paper Grant awards up to $5,000 to the winner of the Best Research
Presentation Prize (awarded at the ASA National Conference), on the condition the presenter can fulfil
additional criteria related to their research paper, as judged by an independent panel appointed by the
ASA Board. The grant is used towards the cost of attendance at an eligible national or international
conference to present their research.
other ways the asa supports research in sonography


regularly publish original research in soundeffects



act as a central hub for sonographers conducting research to communicate, network and
collaborate together, including distribution of surveys to members to support sonography research



collect data, such as through the annual Member employment and salary survey

asa’s commitment to enhancing support of sonography research
The ASA’s 2012–15 Strategic Plan includes the goal to ‘support and disseminate research that
contributes to the profession’s body of knowledge’. The plan outlines objectives related to this goal
the ASA is committed to progressing. These objectives are to:


raise awareness of the ASA’s current support of and contribution to research



promote the importance and value of evidence-based practice



enhance opportunities for research to be conducted and disseminated locally, nationally and
internationally.

If you have any queries regarding research in sonography, or feedback on how the ASA can further
support research endeavours by sonographers, please contact policy@a-s-a.com.au.

About the ASA
The ASA guides the advancement of our profession to ensure the community has access to quality sonographic
services. With a membership of over 70% of Australia’s sonographers, the ASA has a clear mandate to advocate for
best practice in sonography.

