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The Australian Sonographers Association (ASA) is dedicated to guiding the advancement of the
sonography profession to ensure the community has access to quality sonographic services. Quality
and consistent clinical training is vital to the development of competent entry level sonographers and
the continued growth of the profession.
Currently in sonography there is a lack of:


necessary training and support for those in clinical supervision roles



adequate funding or incentives for the improved quality or capacity of clinical training placements



sonography-specific resources for the appropriate supervision of students to ensure they enter the
workforce as competent entry level sonographers

The ASA is pursuing steps to address these clinical training issues through seeking support from
government and other relevant stakeholders in improving the quality and capacity for clinical training of
sonographers. The ASA has an overall project aim of producing guidelines, resources, materials and
training programs for clinical supervisors which will support a high quality and consistency of learning
outcomes for sonography students.
Phase 1: building a broad foundation
The ASA has successfully secured funding from the Victorian Department of Health (DoHV) to support
the first part of the clinical training project to produce:


broad clinical training guidelines and teaching methodologies



an online support and networking forum for the entire student cohort to promote peer-to-peer
learning and reflection.

Due to the limited funding available, Phase 1 of this project will primarily involve desktop work focused
on producing general guidelines for best practice teaching based on existing healthcare resources, as
well as some consultation with clinical trainers and students to the extent that the limited funding will
allow. This initial phase of the project will provide a broad foundation for developing sonography-specific
segments of the larger clinical training project.
Future initiatives included in the clinical training project
The full clinical training project intends to support the delivery of:


sonography-specific guidelines



entry level standard sonography-specific teaching methodologies



entry level sonography-specific assessment tools



broad dissemination of applicable resources



training courses for clinical supervisors

The ASA is currently in the process of seeking and submitting funding requests to government and
other relevant stakeholders to support the full clinical training project beyond Phase 1. The ASA will
consult and seek advice from a range of sonographers and students throughout the project to ensure
the resources produced are reflective of the profession’s expectations of quality and efficiency. We will
keep Members informed of the progress of the project through Advocacy Alert emails.
If you are interested in assisting with the clinical training project or would like to know more, please
contact policy@a-s-a.com.au.
About the ASA
The ASA guides the advancement of our profession to ensure the community has access to quality sonographic
services. With a membership of over 70% of Australia’s sonographers, the ASA has a clear mandate to advocate for
best practice in sonography.

